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I. The Beach
Donald Barthelme

to Natasha, Seth, Violaine, and Walter

Sindbad
commissioned by the Commissioning Music/USA 

program of Meet The Composer for
The Peabody Trio and the Yellow Barn Music Festival

Harold Meltzer
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Sindbad, drowned animal, 
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clutches at the sand of still another island shore.
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His right hand, marvelous upon the pianoforte, 
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Stir your stumps, sir. 
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It's true that the 
students asked 
me to leave.

II. Classroom
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I had never taught in the 
                     daytime before,

how was I to know how things were 
                                done in the daytime?
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I guess they didn't like my looks.
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I was wearing 
                shades

(my eyes unused
      to so much light)

and a jacket that was, 
            admittedly, too big for me.
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I was rather prominently placed 
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sitting on the desk that 
                 faced their desks,

fidgeting. "Would you just, please, 
       leave?" the students said.
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The chair had asked me, "How'd you like 
                                             to teach in the daytime?
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